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. - rally championship



The 1963 sporting season once again
proved to be a triumph for BP products.
The long list of successes in rallying,
motor-cycle races, Motocross trials, motor
racing and motorboat racing continued to
flow in unabated. Drivers and riders
using BP products swept the field in inter-
national rallies, with the Swedish Volvo
driver Gunnar Andersson winning the
European Rally Trophy, the award which
in 1963 took the place of the temporarily
suspended title. The European Rally
Cup award for the best GT performance
went to Porsche driver Hans Joachim
Walter.

Eugen Bohringer, the jovial hotel-
keeper from Stuttgart who won the
European Rally Championship in 1962
driving for the Mercedes team, was placed
second to Andersson. His wins in the
Acropolis, German and Spa-Sofia-Liege
rallies earned him too few points to match
the consistently good results gained by
the Swedish driver.

The young Swedish housewife and
mother, Sylvia Osterberg—she hardly
looks old enough to steer a pram, let alone
a car—surprised the international field by
several dramatic victories in 1963. Her
high placings and her Coupes des Dames
in the Midnight Sun, Polish and Geneva
Rallies augur well for the future of this
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diminutive girl who drives her Volvo like
a whirlwind.

Erik Carlsson, one of Britain’s newest
residents, had more than his fair share of
misfortune during the 1963 season,
winning only the Monte Carlo Rally—
his second in succession—and gaining
second places in the Midnight Sun and
Marathon de la Route, and third in the
RAC Rally.

The Tulip and Geneva Rallies went to
the new BP powered and lubricated Ford
France entered, Falcon Futura Sprint,
after a very impressive display on the
special stages of the Monte Carlo event
earlier in the year, when the big American
car showed great rallying potential.

BP successes in motor cycling were
overwhelming in 1963. The amazing
Hailwood, whose sustained high perform-
ance has kept him at the top of his sport
for so long, clinched the 500 cc World
Championship for the second year, des-
pite his taking time off to enter a number
of motor races in Formula Junior and
Formula 1 categories. The Motocross
laurels went—again for the second time
in succession—to Tibblin and Hallman,
two tough Swedes who between them
rode in some eighty major events over the
season.

The sidecar championship again went

to BMW rider Max Deubel, still with his
faithful chairman Emil Hoerner.

Motor racing enthusiasts saw the
season’s first major popular event, the
Glover Trophy, won by Scotsman Innes
Ireland 1n his Lotus, followed by
McLaren, Maggs and Hall in a 1—2-3—4
BP procession. Jo Bonnier’s win in the
Targa Florio and Roy Salvadori’s epic
victory over Ferrari in the Coppa Inter-
Europe were other BP landmarks during
the year, as were the three class wins at
Le Mans, a high proportion of the
awards that went to the handful of sur-
vivors of that classic race.







Monte Carlo Rally

1st Carisson/Paim (Saab)

Coupe des Dames
E. Rosqvist/U. Wirth (Mercedes-Benz)

For the second year in succession 33-year-
old Swedish driver Erik Carlsson won
the Monte Carlo Rally in his little two-
stroke Saab.

And this year the weather threw the
book at the competitors on the long
rough ride to the Principality. Condi-
tions ranged from freezing rain and snow-
blizzards in Britain to deep drifts and
black-iced roads in the Alpine regions.
The weather was so bad in this ‘toughest-
ever’ Monte that only twenty-seven cars
out of a total entry of 296 arrived at
Monaco without penalty marks, and just
ninety-seven actually completed the entire
course.

Once again the focal point of the rally
was at Chambéry, where routes from the
eight start-points converged.

Immedi-

ately following the town was the first of
the five special stages, one which was
49 kilometres in length and included
three mountain passes. By the time Erik
Carlsson’s red Saab arrived at the out-
skirts of Monaco, he led by a sizeable
margin—he even had enough time in
hand to wash his car before entering
control.

The last part of the rally was a round-
the-houses dash over the Grand Prix
circuit of Monaco. Best time was made
by Walter in a two-litre Porsche, but
although Carlsson was placed twelfth in
this test his lead was sufficient to earn
him an overall and class win.
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The shortened route was popular with . .
the competitors, most of whom felt that .

in the past the road work has been too @ .
long in comparison with the numberof @~
special stages. .

This year 154 starters left Noordwijk
on the Dutch coast on a route which took
them down to Chamrousse, near
Grenoble, into Germany, and over high
mountain byways in the Saar, the Vosges,
Jura and Savoy areas.

Special stages included a fast tour of
the Nurburgring, Germany’s twisting
circuit in the Eifel Mountains, and here
the Morley twins in their Austin-Healey
3000 put up a best time of 10 minutes
38-8 seconds over a 26-kilometre stage.

Following the ’Ring came a long auto-
bahn drive which succeeded 1n ‘de-
tuning’ Carlsson’s Saab. Several hill
climbs in the fog and a fast run over fresh
snow preceded a standing-start test on the
Spa circuit in Belgium and a final special
stage over the Zandvoort circuit.

The rally gave a hardworking, unspec-
tacular, but well-deserved win to Greder
and Delalande, the result of consistent
and accurate work on the special stages.




































































































