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BP riders and drivers have scored another long list of sporting
successes during the 1964 season, producing no less
than four champions. Rallyman Tom Trana
took his Volvo to the European title, and Mike Hailwood's
hat-trick in 500 cc motor cycle racing, winning the
World Championship for the third time, put him amongst the
immortals of the sport. BP's Max Deubel, with his agile
‘chairman’ Emil Hoerner, took the Sidecar Championship—for the
fourth year in succession. The Ladies’” Championship
went to Britain’s own Pat Carlsson, a fitting end
to her first full season as team-mate to her husband Erik in the
Saab Equipe.

It was in the rough-and-tumble car-breaking field of
international rallies that BP scored the most dramatic successes
during the ‘64 season. In a sport that demands
the utmost of driver and car, a sport that tests man, machine,
lubricants and fuels, BP drivers and BP products
came out indisputably on top, winning no less than five of the rallies
that counted towards the European Championship.
It Is, therefore, not surprising that the works teams of
Daimler-Benz, Saab, Volvo, BMW and Triumph use
BP products exclusively for their rally vehicles. More works teams, in
fact, than use any other product.

The second international event of the rally year, the
4th Rallye dei Fiori, gave the Carlsson family and BP a 1-2 win, and
in May the Acropolis Rally—this year the toughest ever run—
fell to BP and Volvo driver Tom Trana. The
Swedish Rally to the Midnight Sun was, as expected, a
win for a local man, and here Trana made it the second victory
within a month for the Volvo works.




1. Erik and Pat Carlsson.

2. European Rally Champion Tom Trana.

3. BPdriver Bruce McLaren.

4. Mercedes pilot Eugen Bohringer takes
time off for a snack.

The Geneva Rally in the autumn proved an avalanche win when
the first seven places were filled by

BP fuelled-and-lubricated vehicles, and the final event

of the season, the RAC Rally of Great Britain

clinched the title for Trana when he was victorious in this much-
improved event.

Special mention must be made of Pat Carlsson for her amazing
drives through the 1964 season. Not only did she take the
Coupe des Dames in seven rallies, but her overall
placings put her right up in the top half-dozen drivers of the
international rally field. Tom Trana, the 26-year-old
Swedish BP driver, emerged from the 1964 as European Rally
Champion, a meteoric rise to the summit after his promising
performances in ‘63, due to his brilliant, controlled driving.
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The 1964 rally season started with the
popular dash across the continent to the
Mediterranean Principality—this year under
relatively mild weather conditions. The

27 starters who left from Blythswood Square
in Glasgow on the evening of the 17th
January found little to harass them on the
trip to the Channel. Once on the European
mainland, however, the British contingent hit
fog and black ice, and from the other eight
routes came reports of similar hazards.

From Chambery to the sea the route was
free of snow in any quantity, but several
competitors came adrift on unsuspected ice
on the north faces of some of the mountain
ranges. The first three special stages were
taken in darkness, on high roads that had
become treacherous with frost and ice.

After the fourth stage the cars arrived at
the control at La Bollene, and took off for the
last timed section, the Col de Turini, a swing-
ing, sliding, plunge up and down a 5,720 ft.
mountain pass. The ‘round the houses’ sprint
sorted out the points a little, but left
Paddy Hopkirk's Mini-Cooper firmly in first
place, followed by Ljungfeldt’s Falcon and
Erik Carlsson’s red Saab. Pat Moss-Carlsson
took the Coupe des Dames and fifth place in
the rally. Of the first nine home in the
general classification no less than five used
BP products.



1. Round the houses at Monaco,
Tom Trana driving.

2. Bohringer guns his Mercedes as
his co-driver jumps in after
checking in at a night control.

3. Saab driver Erik Carlsson tops the
Col de Turini special stage.

4. A quick bite for Carlsson under




To stage an international rally soon after the
popular Monte Carlo event illustrates the en-
thusiasm, to say nothing of the courage, of the
Italian organisers of the Rally of the Flowers.
However, the third week of February saw
151 starters for this mountain competition, and
although new to its European Championship
status, it was a testing event. The emphasis
was placed on regularity and the strict
schedules and chronometer timing put many
experienced crews out of the running. A large
contingent at the start-line were local drivers
piloting Italian cars, but the rally also drew a
number of the international names which

included Trautmann, Jansson, Toivonen and
the family Carlsson.

Competitors had a choice of nine start-
points, and the 1,700 kilometres route ran over
the winter Appenines, through the Ligurian
Alps—and into the flower market at San Remo
where a control, which was due to be reached
during the morning rush-hour had been set up.

After another 500 kms of mountain tests,
and traffic hazards, Erik Carlsson led the field
followed by his wife, making the rally a
family affair for the Carlssons, Saab and BP.
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