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Roger Taylor leads the larger sa
Holts Trophy meeting.

loon race down New Link at last September's
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The Meeting is held under

the International Sporting
Code of the Federation
Internationale de
I’Automobile, the General
Competition Rules and
Standing Supplementary
Regulations of the Royal
Automobile Club and the
additional Supplementary
Regulations and
Instructions issued by the
British Automobile
Racing Club

(RAC Permit No.

RS 4243).
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Formula

by Paul Watson

Round 4 of the European Formula 2
Championship

Some of the most thrilling motor racing to
take place in this country comes from the
short but demanding 1.39 mile circuit at
Crystal Palace, deep in the suburbs of South
London. Add this to the fact that Formula 2
IS proving just about the most closely fought
international class of motor racing, and it
doesn't take much imagination to realise
that the Holts Trophy race here today has all
the ingredients of a real action-packed
thriller. -

Formula 2 is for 1600 cc single-seater
racing cars with a maximum of 6-cylinders,
five forward gears and reverse, and with a
minimum weight limit of 420 kgs (without
ballast). Only engines taken from series-
production cars can be used, but once the
engine-modifiers have got to work, little
resemblance to the original performance
remains. Fuel injection is allowed, but not
supercharging.

This class of racing came into being at the
beginning of 1967, although there have been
varying sorts of Formula 2 for many years
now. The 1600 cc formula encouraged a
whole new train of development, from which
the Ford 4-valve FVA engine, modified by
Cosworth Engineering, has so far come out
on top—winning every one of the thirty
events yet run for these cars. Lately
however, Ferrari have begun to make much
progress with their 6-cylinder engine,
culminating in second and fourth places at
the recent Zolder race in Belgium.

Racing car manufacturers have been quick
to support Formula 2, and this year we have
Brabham, Lotus, Ferrari, Matra, Lola,
McLaren, Tecno, Chevron, and Merlyn all
busily contesting the class round the circuits
of Europe. To date, Brabham have won at
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SP Sport is the latest and greatest development in the range of Dunlop radia's
which have dominated big international rallies for years. It brings a bigger
thrill than ever to high-performance motoring, combined with an ever greater
degree of assurance and safety worth every penny of its higher manufacturing
cost. All the standard radial plusses are built into this handsome husky-looking
tyre. The smoother, more comfortable ride. The superb control at speed. The
~quieter running. The higher mileage and fuel saving. All these, and the most
revolutionary plus of all—the unique plus—AQUAJETS !

NEW UNIQUE AQUAJET ACTION

Aquajets are shoulder vents which pump away surface water between tyre
and road when braking pressure is applied. Result—an even bigger area of

bone-dry contact with the road. Greater safety than ever before for high
performance motoring.

PLUS ANTI-AQUAPLANE CHANNELLING

Wide channelling in the centre of the tread, sluices water away to the rear of
the tyre out of harm’s way. The squat profile means increased contact with the
road, firmer grip, a new feeling of stability and control.

QThe new DUNLOP
= - SR

lhe tyre that goes with the car that goes.

The SP Sport is being made in the following sizes:
145-10, 145-13, 155-13, 165-13, 165-15, 175-13, 185-15
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Formula 2 continued

Thruxton (Hampshire) and Zolder (Belgium),
the French Matras at Barcelona (Spain),
Hockenheim (West Germany), Pau (France)
and Madrid (Spain), while Lola have had
one win at the Nurburgring (West Germany).

The drivers are busy competing for a
number of championships, of which far and
away the most important is the European
Formula 2 Championship contested over
nine rounds in six countries of Europe.

The race here today is the fourth round of this
championship following events at
Hockenheim, Thruxton and Madrid. It falls to
today’s organisers, the British Automobile
Racing Club, to handle this country’s two
qualifying events.

Only drivers who have not been classified
as ‘graded’ by the governing body of world
motorsport may compete in the European F2
Championships which, in short, excludes
most Formula 1 Grand Prix drivers and some
leading sports car drivers. However, the
‘graded’ drivers may compete for overall, as
against championship, victory which has the
interesting effect of turning the race into
two events in one. Here at Crystal Palace
we have four ‘graded’ drivers, with ex-World

Champion Graham Hill heading the list, fresh
from his F1 wins in the Spanish and

Monaco Grands Prix. He is now sadly
without his old team mate Jim Clark who
died so tragically at Hockenheim on 7th April,
and those place can never be filled.

Other ‘graded’ drivers are the dynamic
Austrian Jochen Rindt, who first made his
name at Crystal Palace in a Formula 2 race,
and who has since risen to the very top of
motor racing. Rindt is at his very best in
Formula 2, ‘tigering’ from flag to flag and
never giving an inch to anyone. His
tremendous form in F2 has already won him
the Thruxton and Zolder races. In 1967 he
took no less than nine events and of fifteen



Slowing down?
- Under pressure?
Getting a little

rusty?

You need a

For a free lubrication chart or information sheet on your car, write

to: Dept. JFS, Castrol Limited, High Road, Cowley,
Middlesex.

r. Uxbridge,

Officials continued

D. A. Clarke
P.-J. Cloke
P. J. Cockerill

G.

R. H. Davis
C.:BR. D. Day

D. R. Degerlund
R. S. Degerlund
R. C. Elliott

J. R. N. Falconer
W. D. Farmer

N. Forder

K. Gibson

A. W. Green

K.

&

P/id

A. J. Hinton

W. O. Holding
J. W. S. Holgate
R. M. Holland
D. J. Hollingsworth
N. T. Hunt

A. L. Inman

S. A. Jesson

K. J. Lambert

P. Legat

A. Lipson

R. J. S. Martin
W. H. Masheder
C. E. C. Paterson
S. W. Payne

G. Payne

M. C. Phillips

M. R. Phillips

R. J. Plowman
M. J. Pomies

T. Porter

A. E. Potter

M. N. Potter
B. W. R. Pusey

R. A. L. Moutray-Read

R. Richards
J. K. Robertson

Formula 2 continued

starts, was second to Jim Clark and Jackie
Stewart on two occasions each, and was
retired or unplaced only twice. He also won
the coveted Trophy de France Championship.

Pedro Rodriguez, the colourful little

Mexican, drives for BRM In Formula 1, and

appears in one of the new Tecnos here
today. As a Latin he shows all the
temperament one would expect, and will
prove an interesting proposition in a car that
should be ideally suited to the tight Palace
circuit. Finally amongst the graded

drivers there is Jacky Ickx who won this
race last year at Crystal Palace in a Matra-
Ford and today drives the lone works entry
from Ferrari. This young Belgian is very fast
in any type of car. He won the 1,000 Km
race at Spa last Sunday driving for Ford.

Challenging these four are the pick of the
world’s up-and-coming drivers, for it is
Formula 2 that bridges the gap between
being just noticed and acclaimed. Among
them. and of particular note is Brian Redman,
the versatile Lancastrian from Nelson, whose
recent wins include the Brands Hatch
BOAC ‘500’ and as co-driver to Ickx at Spa
for Ford, and whose new position in the F1
Cooper-BRM team was fully vindicated at
Madrid recently by third place in the Spanish
Grand Prix.

Another driver to watch is Piers Courage
of the well known brewery firm. Courage has
hit tremendous form recently, driving a
orivate Brabham, while his performances In
Australia and New Zealand over the winter
brought him much praise.

The French pair Jean-Pierre Beltoise and
Henri Pe&carolo are both completely at home
in Formula 2. JPB—as he is known—at
present leads the European F2 Championship

with wins at Hockenheim and Madrid, while

former Formula 3 star Pescarolo is finding it
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Increasingly easy to stay in a leading
position and is second to Beltoise at the
moment in the championship.

Others too deserve special mention.
amongst them Derek Bell from Sussex in a
private Brabham, Essex driver Jack Oliver
the German Kurt Ahrens in a Brabham, '
that old ‘tiger’ Jo Schlesser in the fastest

of the McLarens, up-and-coming Peter Gethin

with a new Chevron, while Clay Regazzoni
of Switzerland has put up some good
performances with his Tecno recently.

.l would hate to make predictions about
this race—but Rindt will take a lot of
catching on a circuit where his reputation is
high. If he is caught, then I'd say the catcher
might be Beltoise or Ickx, with outsiders

Courage_, Pescarolo and perhaps Graham Hill.
Frankly it's anyone’s race ! |

, |

European F2 Championship

Positions to date

points
1 Jean-Pierre Beltoise (Matra-Ford) 27
2 Henri Pescarolo (Matra-Ford) 10
3 Kurt Ahrens (Brabham-Ford) 9
4 Derek Bell (Brabham-Ford) 6
o Piers Courage (Brabham-Ford) i
- Jack Oliver (Lotus-Ford) 4
/ Chris Lambert (Brabham-Ford)
Clay Regazzoni (Tecno-Ford) 3
9 Jo Schlesser (McLaren-Ford)
Chris Williams (Lola-Ford)
Jorge de Bagration (Lola-Ford) 2
12 Robin Widdows (McLaren-Ford)
Brian Hart (Merlyn-Ford)
Alan Rees (Brabham-Ford) 1
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Saloon Cars

To-day’s meeting sees two races for the
International Group 5 class of Saloon car
racing. Both events will be run over a
distance of 15 laps with one race catering
for the two smaller classes and the other for
the two larger ones. Both races will qualify
for the British Saloon Car Championship

of which there have already been 3 rounds
with 7 still to go.

It will be smaller cars’ turn first to-day and
this will be divided into two classes, one for
cars up to 1000 cc and the other from
1001-1300 cc. As usual this will turn into a
battle of Minis versus Fords. Topping the
list are the works entered Coopers driven
by John Rhodes and Steve Neal ; Rhodes
usually thrills the crowd with his own
particular style of cornering, but the
privately entered Minis of Chris Montague
and John Handley could well upset the
works cars. From Ford, Team Broadspeed
have entered both John Fitzpatrick, an
ex-Saloon Car Champion, and Chris Craft,
both with new Escort GT's. These are still
fairly new cars and have not had enough time
to be fully developed but when they are, they
should prove very fast indeed. Alan Peer
who has won a lot of club races in saloons
will be in a similar car and Mike Young with
a Superspeed Anglia could also be a class
winner. Of the up to 1000 cc cars, Equipe
Arden’s Austin Cooper S for Gordon Spice
and the Team Broadspeed third car, an Anglia
for F3 driver Mike Walker, will do battle for
class honours. .

The second of the saloon car events will be
for the two higher classes, the 1301-2000 cc
and the over 2000 cc and although not
strong in quantity, this race is certainly
strong in quality. Heading the list are the
three American-built Ford Falcons driven

by current Championship leader Australian
Brian Muir whose considerable racing



















































