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The technical staff of Unipart wish

to point out the possible consequences of fitting
inferior parts and accessories.

Remember, every Unipart part is built
to match or exceed the specification of the
original equipment.

So, when you buy a Unipart part, you

know it won’t fall apart. UNIPART

ELSEEENL REATEN
Thousands of parts for millions of cars.
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Timetable

11.50—14.40 Official Practice

15.00 P & O Normandy Ferries FF1600 Qualification Race 8 laps
Austin Morris Mini 850 Challenge Race 10 laps
Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship Race 10 laps
Vandervell British Formula 3 Championship Race 20 laps
STP Modified Sports Championship Race 10 laps
P & O Normandy Ferries FF1600 Championship Race 12 laps

Wereg-accommodating people

If you're staying the night, come to the BANQUETING SUITE
warm welcome of the Saxon —only 18 miles Private Dinner/Dance, Functions,
from Silverstone on the A.43. Weddings, Conferences

We’'ve 140 luxurious bedrooms and MONKS CAVE
magnificent suites to choose from, all with Now available for Young|Persons’
'private bathroom, radio and TV, Private Functions &

You'll ind us wonderfully accommodating,.

RESTAURANT

Open to Non-Residents. Dine and Dance SAXON Im

Fridays and Saturdays. Excellent and well-

stocked Wine Cellar LUXURY MOTOR HOTEL
Silver Street, Town Centre, Northampton
Tel: Northampton (c604) 22441, Telex: 311142

Get into
the Saxon habig

This programme is published by Silverstone Circuits Ltd. and printed by Roger A. Slinn Ltd.
28A Somerset Street, Northampton NN1 3LW



THE VANDERVELL BRITISH FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP—
A GRAND PRIX TRAINING GROUND

By Nick Hawkins

FEW, if any, of you here today wlil need to be reminded that in just zbout ten days’
time Silverstone becomes the focus of the motor racing world, as the home of British
motor racing plays host once again to the British Grand Prix. Though the venue is the
same, the Silverstone of today’s relaxed and enjoyable B.A.R.C.-organised national cham-
pionship meeting will take on a very different demeanour with the arrival of the Grand
Prix teams. Yet in one other respect the two meetings have a common factor; they both
hold rounds of the Vandervell British Formula 3 Championship, and all the leading con-
tenders in this series have their sights firmly set on joining the Formula 1 ranks.
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With two second places already at Silverstone this year, Michael Roe will be hoping to go one better today
Photo by Chris Davies

Highly regarded by the Formula One Constructors Association as the only arena in
which they can judge the relative merits of up-and-coming drivers, Formula 3 now de-
mands more than sheer speed and bravery from a young driver. Just as in Formula 1, he
must know how to constantly develop and improve his car, and Formula 3 competition
teaches him to get the best from his machinery by fine-tuning the chassis and suspen-
sion, experimenting with aerodynamic settings, and by studying the performance of his
tyres. In short, success in Formula 3 comes only as a result of the finest all-round team
work, and it is no coincidence that the two favourites for today’'s race have the most
experienced and professional set-ups. Both Andrea de Cesaris and Chico Serra came to
this country with minimal racing experience in order to learn their craft as racing driv-
ers, but of the two, 21-year old Serra from Sao Paulo has the edge on experience,
having won championship honours in Formula Vee before leaving Brazil jn 1977 to race
Formula Fords in Britain. Driving for the works Van Diemen team, Chico soon began to
notch up a string of victories, culminating in a comfortable win at the Formula Ford Festi-
val as well as capturing the Townsend Thoresen Championship. The transition from Formula
Ford to Formula 3 is not an easy one, but Chico set about it the right way by taking
his Brazilian sponsorship money to the vastly experienced team manager, Ron Dennis.
Though Serra proved the only driver really capable of matching the pace of Nelson
Piguet and Derek Warwick, a serious testing accident in August meant he had to settle
for third place in both British F.3 championships.

As a result of this late-season disappointment, the decision was made not to go
Formula 2 in 1979, and immediately Serra assumed the somewhat uncomfortable mantle
of the man-to-beat in Formula 3. So far this year Chico has scored three victories and
threa second places, but the pressure is really on for him to win today if he is not to
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see another championship slip from his grasp. Like Chico himself, his main rival, 22-year
old Roman student, Andrea de Cesaris, also has the important advantages of a major
sponsor, the very best in March 793 chassis, and an ultra-professional team. A virtually
unknown ex-kartist when he came to this country last year, Andrea benefitted enormous-
ly from the experience (in both Formula 3 and Formula 1) of his team managers, Tim
Schenken and Howden Ganley, who prepared his Ralt RT1 at their Tiga factory in
Caversham. De Cesaris has continued to improve dramatically this year, and has taken
four victories in his Marlboro March 793. Silverstone, however, has not proved a happy
circuit for Andrea, as he has twice been the first to take the chequered flag here, only
to be penalised—once for missing out the Woodcote chicane, and more recently for
making a false start; he is particularly keen to win here convincingly today.

While these two drivers have accounted for the majority of victories in the Vandervell
Formula 3 Championship so far, they have always had a fierce pack of other rivals
snapping at their heels, any one of whom is capable of winning today. The Triumph
Dolomite-engined Unipart Marches are enjoying their most successful season since first
entering this Toyota-dominated formula in 1976, but the Dolomite motor, though strong
on top-end power, still loses out to the superior torque of its rival. For team-leader, 25-
year old New Zealander Brett Riley, 1979 is a crucial year, his first in a truly competitive
F.3 team, although altogether it will be his fourth season in the formula. An underrated
driver, Brett certainly possesses the talent and dedication to reach the top and, having
recently beaten the best of European F.3 competition at Donington (in the wet), he will
be eager for another win today.

Appropriately for the patriotic Unipart team, Brett's stablemate is one of the very best
English drivers to have emerged in the last couple of years, 25-year old Nigel Mansell
from Birmingham. He first made his mark in 1976 with an old Formula Ford Hawke DL11,
progressing the following year to a Crossle in which, despite a bad accident mid-season,
he proved one of the stars of Formula Ford 1600. Unlike several other talented, but
under-financed English drivers, Mansell was determined that his future lay in Formula
3, so Instead of continuing in FF.1600 or trying a season of Formula Ford 2000, he put
all his money into a handful of F.3 races in a works March. The money soon ran out
and no more racing was forthcoming in 1978, but Nigel had made his point and he was
the first to be considered for this year's Unipart drive, quickly showing he was the right
choice by winning at the International Trophy meeting.
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Race favourites Jim Walsh and Fernando Ribeiro are hoping that succs in IaFrd
will lead to a Formula 3 drive in 1980

Photo by John Gaisford

There is certainly no shortage of Irish drivers in Formula 3, and two of the Republic’s
best prospects, Bernard Devaney and Michael Roe, have each won a race this vyear.
Twenty-five year old Bernard, a close friend of F.1 driver and former F.3 star Derek
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Northampton offers attractive opportunities for getting ahead in
business and hundreds of firms are already prospering here.

New factories, offices and sites are available now.

There is fast direct access to the UK's motorway network.

And of course Silverstone is on the doorstep.

Get details of our successful formula from:
L Austin~Crowe, Chief Estate Surveyor
Northampton Development Corporation
2-3 Market Square, Northampton NINT 2EN

Telephone:Northampton (0604) 34734

Northampton pole
position for business
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Daly, drove alongside Daly in the Formula Ford Hawke team when they first came to
England in 1976. Not meeting with quite the same success, Bernard continued in FF.1600
in 1977, but he became saddled with an uncompetitive car and it was 1978 before he
returned to his winning ways driving the works PRS. Wijth sponsorship from Daly’s origi-
nal backer, Derek McMahon, Devaney was chosen to drive the works Chevron B47 in
in F.3 this year, but the Chevron has proved a disappointment, difficult to sort out, and
sadly uncompet.tive with the March 793.

However, both Devaney and the Silverstone-based McMahon team have worked with
great determination to drastically revise and improve the original car, and they were
justifiably rewarded with a win last time out at Silverstone. Second in that race and win-
ner of a non-championship event at Donington, 22-year old Roe has also had to struggle
with a Chevron B47, but like Devaney his obvious talent and determination have carried
him through, and the difficult experiences of the year could prove a real advantage to
Michael in his later career.

Whilst Michael Roe’s 1978 season ended in triumph at the Formula Ford Festival, for
most of the season his Van Diemen RF78 had to take a close second place to the
Royale RP24 of 21-year old Ulsterman, Kenny Acheson. Having his first season of racing
outside Ireland, Kenny ended up by winning three national championships, and took the
premier Grovewood Award for Britain’'s most promising driver, and yet he has enjoyed
less success this year than any of the other Formula Ford graduates. His season began
badly when the new Ralt RT3 he had ordered failed to arrive, and he had to buy a
cecond-hand Ralt RT1, which was then severely damaged in a workshop fire. Recently
provided with a new March, Kenny's biggest problem now is the lack of F.3 experience
within his small team, but he is long overdue for a good result and, with his undoubted
talent, he could well spring a surprise today.

Another driver who looks due for his first win of the year js the 22-year old Swede,
Stefan Johansson, who began the year with a Chevron but has since acquired a March,
which is still prepared here by Derek McMahon Racing. Always very quick and spectacu-
lar since his arrival in European Formula 3 in 1977, Stefan can draw on the experience
of an admittedly troubled 1978 season with the works Argo team and this, coupled with
his talent and the knowledge that this year he has to win, could make him a very con-
siderable force in this second half of the season. At only just 18 years of age, Mike
Thackwell, who hails originally from New Zealand but whose home is now Perth in
Western Australia, has time on his side. Yet despite only having one year’'s Formula
Ford experience behind him, Mike recently capped a string of fast practice times with
a championship victory at Brands Hatch, and his works-tended March cannot be dis-
counted today.

These then are the contenders for outright victory, but with Formula 3 enjoying its
most competitive season for some years, the other runners are bound to be battling
not so very far behind.

THE SUPPORTING EVENTS

If Formula 3 is the finest training ground for a Formula 1 career, then the best pre-
paration for Formula 3 is Formula Ford 1600; without exception any of the leading con-
tenders in the P. & O. Normandy Ferries Championship would find it hard to ask for
anything better than an F3 drive. Comfortably leading the B.A.R.C.-organised champion-
ship is 23-year old Norfolk driver, David Sears, son of the chairman of Silverstone
Circuits Ltd., Jack Sears, himself a formidable driver in the sixties. Equipped for the first
time with the right tools for the job, David js garnering a load of honours in Formula
Ford this year, but he can expect to fight out the lead of today's race with anything up
to a dozen other drivers.

Though only recently beaten at Silverstone for the first time this year, local driver Jim
Walsh must still remain favourite to win any Formula Ford race at his home circuit—
he has after all been winning here since 1974. The man who finally beat Jim also lives
locally, and his Van Diemen RF79, like Walsh’s Royale RP26, is based at the circuit,
but there the similarity ends, for 22-year old Fernando Ribeiro has only recently arrived
in Britain. Assisted by his brother, one-time F.1 and F.2 pilot Alex Ribeiro, Fernando
has proved an instant success in Formula Ford, as has another recent arrival from Brazil,
Robert Moreno, a protege of G.P. driver Nelson Piquet.

Chasing David Sears in the championship are the Van Diemen RF79s of two more
very promising young English drivers, London medical student Jonathan Palmer (who
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FORMULA THREE

CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING
Silverstone Sunday, 1st July, 1979

Organised by the British Automobile Racing Club
Presented and promoted by Silverstone Circuits Ltd.

This meeting is held under the General Competition Rules of the Royal Automobile Club, the Standing
Supplementary Regulations of the R.A.C. incorporating the provisions of the International Code of the
F.I.A.. and the Supplementary Regulations and Instructions of the British Automobile Racing Club Ltd.

R.A.C. Permit No. RS0107/3 (National/Restricted).
OFFICIALS OF THE MEETING

Stewards : Chief Paddock Marshal : Race Recorders :
E. Hooks (RAC) Mrs. V. Adaway #Gagdner
K. Rainsbury Chief Assembly Area Marshal : rs. D. Oates
‘I;!.dWarren C. Jacob Press Office :
Fl_' Bﬂ'?}sat.ch F?hlef Stﬁrtllne Marshal : E‘l'isg'sv.vhlftafvsféf)
R. Haley . Lente
M. F. Turner-Bridger Commentators : Breakdown Services :
D. Watson P. Scottlﬁussell (i/c) gﬁfeﬁiﬂ%?"cﬁgﬂ;gaﬂd
J. Wood : SCOUD A8 Westbridge Motors (N'pton) Ltd.
Clerk 81 the Course : |. Titchmars i
S. L. Ofiord Scrutineers : 1.C. ¢ _
Deputy Clerk of the Course : F. Harrison (i/c) g gas:th(oéfc}rd Airport)
A. Holberton J. Atkinson . Smith (Oxford Airport)
Secretary of the Meeting : 2 F? Bﬂaé}:rrr For Silverstone Circuits Ltd.
Mrs. D. Slade D. Grainger : Board of Directors :
Chief Observer : S. Griffin J. G. S. Sears (Chairman)
C. J. Kelf Timekeepers : J. W. Brown
Chiet Marshal : R. Oates (i/c) The(ﬁg:agéng[}m{eag?erl)les
£+ TiOGVES M. S. R. Cook P. B. Aumonier
Chief Medical Officer : A. Daff A. A. Salmon
‘ Mr. D. Austwick é %ﬁ?t G. Smith
gledjcae! tt::fﬁcers : Mrs. P. Hemmings Circuit Director :
ke USR] Miss J. Landon G. Smith
Dr. V. Dogra D. MacGill .
B.A.R.C. Staff : D Morley Circuit Manager :
Miss P. Markwood J. Taylor H. W. Brown
, Chief Pits Marshal : Miss B. Williams Press & Promotions Manager :
S. Crump R. Williams G. D. White

Emergency Services:
Silverstone Circuits Emergency Services Team manned by Members of the British Motor Racing Marshals Club.

Marshals :

Members of the British Automobile Racing Club and British Motor Racing Marshals Club. |
Our grateful thanks go to the Northamptonshire St. John Ambulance Brigade and to all the voluntary officials

without whom this meeting would not be possible.

AWARDS
Race One : 1st £10.
Race Two : 1st £20 (or BL Motorsport voucher worth £40). 2nd £15 (or £30 voucher).

3rd £10 (or £20 voucher). 4th £5 (or £10 voucher). Plus trophies to 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th.
Race Three : 1st £36. 2nd £24. 3rd £16. 4th £€12. 5th £8. 6th E4.
Race Four : 1st £300. 2nd £225. 3rd £150. 4th £100. 5th £85. 6th £70. 7th £45. 8th £25.
Race Five : In each class — 1st £25. 2nd £15. 3rd £10.
Race Six : i1st £€60. 2nd £40. 3rd £30. 4th £20. 5th £15. 6th £10.

Many of those marshalling at this Meeting are members of the British
Motor Racing Marshals Club.
Details of membership from the General Secretary:
L. D. Pullen, “Lynwood”, 10 Church Drive,
North Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7NW.




Race 1 P & O NORMANDY FERRIES FORMULA 8 laps
1590 FORD 1600 QUALIFICATION RACE 20.70 kms

This is a race for single seater racing cars using near standard 1600 cc Ford Cortina
engines. Racing tyres used by these cars are identical. Practice will be divided into two
sessions, one for odd numbers and one for even numbers. If track conditions remain the
same for both sessions then the fastest 26 cars overall will start in the Championship
Race (Event 6) and the next fastest 30 will start in the Qualification Race. The first 4
finishers in this event will form the rear of the grid in the Championship Race. 4f track
conditions-vary considerably for the two sessions then the fastest 13 cars from each
session will start in the Championship Race and the next fastest 15 cars from each
session will start in this event. The first 4 finishers in this event will form the rear of the
grid in the Championship Race. Entrants for this race are listed under Event 6.

Entrant Car c.C.

No. Driver and Town

Race 2

AUSTIN MORRIS MINI 850 10 laps
CHALLENGE RACE LR

This is a round of the 1979 Austin Morris Mini 850 Challenge Race for 850 cc Minis.

No. Driver/Town Entrant Car
GRAHAM WOSKETT - Loughton — Driver Swiftune Mini
CHRIS TYRRELL - Esher == Driver Calbrook Mini
PATRICK WATTS - Farningham — Driver Longman Mini

o Nn

RUSSELL GRADY - Leicester s
9 JIM McDOUGALL - Sevenoaks

10 JOHN LOVE - Norwich
11 REG ARMSTRONG - Bracknell
12 ERIC GROVES -
Bury St. Edmunds
15 MARTIN GOODALL -
Fordingbridge
16 VIV CHURCH - Croydon
17 ROY FINLAY - Sudbury
22 GARY HALL - Hastings -
28 CHRISTOPHER GOULD - London
32 ANDREW GURNHAM - Solihull

34 STEVE TAYLOR - liford

36 TOM HURN - Swindon

41 JONATHAN LEWIS - Richmond

42 NIGEL GAYMER - Farnham =
52 NICK BAILY - Huntingdon

53 GRAHAM HOBBS - Dursley

61 EDWARD WELLS - Staunton

75 PETER MOCKLER - Aylesbury

82 FRANCIS TAYLOR - Yeovil

83 JOHN KNIGHT - London

84 ANDY MITCHELMORE -
Wallingford

89 PETER ALLEN - East Wellow

91 ROBERT BRADLEY - East Horsley

94 GARETH MELLIN - Reading

98 ROGER VEALL - London
101 C. T. BENNETT - Markfield

Lea-Emma Slippers/Croxtall’s
Radios Leicester
J. W. Speedparts Mini Racing

Austin Morris Mini
Superfine Mini

Specialists
Driver BMC Mini
Dr!\rer Austin Mini
Driver Mini
Driver Marvellous Mini
Driver : Morris Mini
Seno Systems Racing BMC Mini
Driver Funneltune Mini
Driver BL Mini

Cambridge University
Automobile Club

Austin Mini

Motolease Limited - The Leasing Mactune Mini
Specialists

Driver BLMC Mini

Driver _ McCain Mini

Boopspeed Engineering Boopspeed Mini

Driver Austin Morris Mini

Driver BL Mini

Driver BLMC Mini

Driver Austin Mini

Team Carburol - The Liquid Leyland Mini
Mechanic

Bob Morans BL Mini

Driver Morris Mini

Driver Leyland Mini

Pure Lard Limited

Austin Morris Mini

Durable Solar Control/Dunaways Gemima Mini
Vehicle Salvage
Driver Morris Mini
Driver q & BLMC Saloon
Wil I 2
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Lap Record : Chris Lewis (Mini Tudor) 75.2 secs. 76.97 m.p.h.
RESULTS
1 A 2 2\ e (S8 Time ...... N U:S;Q\'l Speed %"G\c ........ m.p.h
2 iiiiscers s ras T, Nareoves 3rd ').ﬁ_. .................. AN 259 \‘k ..................
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Fastest Lap : Car No. \.-'k' Time T—'-\"m?':\-%






























